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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 080987 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MASS, LE, PORG, MARR, ASEC 
SUBJECT: U.S. AIR I TFT FOR UNIFIL 

1 . SYG WALDHEIM AGREES THAT U.S. MILITARY AIRLIFT FOR 
UNIFIL SHOULD LAND IN BEN GURION AIRPORT RATHER THAN IN 
BEIRUT. 

2. SYG WALDHEIM CALLED AMBASSADOR LEONARD MARCH 28 TO EX- 
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PRESS CONCERN, BECAUSE OF THE POLITICAL PERCEPTIONS IT WOULD 
CREATE, AT REPORTS THAT THE U.S. PLANNED TO CONDUCT ITS AIR- 
LIFT FOR UNIFIL OUT OF BEN GURION RATHER THAN BEIRUT AIR- 
PORT. LEONARD STATED HE WOULD HAVE SOMEONE FROM THE STATE 
DEPARTMENT TELEPHONE THE SYG. 

3. ASSISTANT SECRETARY MAYNES TELEPHONED WALDHEIM IM- 
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MEDIATELY TO EXPLAIN THE CONCERN OF U.S. MILITARY OVER RE* 

PORTS IT HAD FROM BEIRUT OF THE SECURITY SITUATION IN THE 
AREA FOR INCOMING U.S. AIRCRAFT. MAYNES NOTED THAT WHILE 
THE SECURITY OF THE AIRPORT PERIMETER ITSELF WAS APPARENT- 
LY ADEQUATE, THE DANGER WAS IN SOME UNCONTROLLABLE ELE- 
MENT OF THE PALESTINIAN MOVEMENT DECIDING TO ATTACK ONE OF 
THE AIRCRAFT UPON ITS APPROACH TO THE LANDING STRIP. 

4. WALDHEIM CONFIRMED THAT THE UN FORCES IN THE AREA 
WERE NOW REPORTING TO HIM SIMILAR CONCERNS. HE SAID THAT 
HE HAD THEREFORE CONTACTED UN LEBANESE AMBASSADOR TUENI 
WHO CONSULTED BEIRUT AND CONFIRMED TO THE SYG THAT WHILE 
THE GOVERNMENT OF LEBANON WOULD BE RESPONSIBLE FOR ADEQUATE 
SECURITY AT THE BEIRUT AIRPORT AND DID NOT BELIEVE THERE 

WAS REAL DANGER, IT ALSO DID NOT OBJECT IF U.S. AIRCRAFT 
ASSISTING UNIFIL LANDED AT BEN GURION AIRPORT. 

5. THE SYG SAID THAT. IN LIGHT OF THIS REACTION, HE BE- 
LIEVED THE U.S. AIRLIFT SHOULD MOVE THROUGH BEN GURION 
AIRPORT. HE SUGGESTED THAT SOME OF THE SMALLER AIRCRAFT 
USED BY THE GERMANS AND NORWEGIANS, WHICH WOULD NOT BE 
IDENTIFIED AS AMERICAN. MIGHT USE BEIRUT AIRPORT TO MAKE 
THE NECESSARY POLITICAL POINT. HE ALSO NOTED THAT THE 

UN WOULD ESTABLISH ITS HEADQUARTERS IN TYRE AND STATED 
THAT AT SOME POINT SUPPLIES TO THE FORCES MIGHT MOVE 
BY SEA THROUGH TYRE, THEREBY AGAIN PROVIDING A POLITICAL 
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SIGNAL WHICH ALL AGREED WOULD BE USEFUL. 

6. MAYNES PROMISED THE SYG THAT WE WOULD REMAIN IN CLOSE 
CONTACT WITH HIM ON THIS ISSUE. THE SYG IN TURN SAID HE 
WISHED TO AGAIN EXPRESS HIS THANKS FOR ALL OF THE ASSIST- 
ANCE THE USG WAS PROVIDING. 

7. WE ARE INFORMED BY ISRAELI UN MISSION THAT UN HAS AP- 
PROACHED THEM ON THIS DECISION AND MISSION HAS INFORMED 
TEL AVIV. THEY DO NOT EXPECT A REPLY UNTIL MARCH 30. HOW- 
EVER. EMBASSY TEL AVIV AND CONGEN JERUSALEM, AS APPROPRIATE, 
MAY WEIGH IN ON THIS TO MOVE IT ALONG. FYI. ISRAELI 

MISSION INFORMED USUN THAT THEY ANTICIPATE NO DIFFICULTIES. 
COOPER 
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